
Residency and tax

Australian resident 
for tax purposes

If you satisfy any of the below residency 

tests, you are an Australian resident for 

This means you have to declare all of your 

worldwide income even if you have already 

A foreign income tax offset is generally 

 
Foreign residents

If you do not satisfy any of the residency 

As a foreign resident, you have no tax-free 

You must still declare any income derived 

If you have a Higher Education Loan 

 
Temporary residents

the meaning of the Social Security Act 

1991 (that is, not an Australian citizen or 

Residency tests

 

 

The resides test

Under this test, you are a 

resident of Australia if you 

reside in Australia according 

to the ordinary meaning of 

considerable time, to have a 

settled or usual abode, and to 

Some of the factors that can 

be used to determine residency 

and location of assets, social 

The domicile test

Under this test, you are a 

resident of Australia if your 

domicile is in Australia, unless 

is considered to be your 

or by choice (where you have 

changed your home with the 

should have a degree of 

The 183 day test

You will be a resident under 

the year in Australia, unless it 

Australia and you have no 

residence in Australia, this 

regardless of the number of 

The Commonwealth 
superannuation 
fund test

certain Australian Government 

If this is the case, you (and your 

are considered to be a resident 

Residency 
for tax purposes 

To understand your tax situation, you need to know if you are a resident 

There are separate rules for working holiday makers and individuals who are dual residents, see below for more details.



Examples

Emily – teaching in Japan

her domicile is in Australia (a resident who has always lived 

in Australia will generally retain a domicile here when they 

Bronwyn – an extended job overseas

Bronwyn, an Australian resident, has received a job offer 

Bronwyn, her husband and three children decide to make 

While overseas, they will rent a house with an accommodation 

(such as establishing a home overseas with her family and renting 

 

 establishment of a home overseas, and

 

the fact that she will not be selling the home in Australia, 

it is arguable that she has abandoned her home in Australia 

This is a general summary only
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or visit 

 These examples are intended as a guide. Residency determinations depend on your individual circumstances.  

More examples are available at 

Dual residents
You are considered to be a dual resident if you are a resident of Australia for domestic 

tie breaker test would usually determine which country has the right to tax Australian 

Working holidaymakers
If you come to Australia for a working 

 


